You recycle. Why doesn't industry?

Excerpt from “Industrial Strength Solution” by Joel Makower for Mother Jones May/June 2009

WHEN I PENNED The Green
Consumer in 1990, I helped ad-
vance the notion that we could
solve our planet's environmental
problems by making good pur-
chasing choices. That we could,
in other words, shop our way to
environmental health. "By choos-
ing carefully, you can have a
positive impact on the environ-
ment without significantly com-
promising your way of life," I
wrote. "That's what being a
Green Consumer is all about."

I fought the good fight. Twenty
years later, I'm thinking of wav-
ing the white flag. Green con-
sumerism, it seems, was one of
those well-intended passing fan-
cies, testament to Americans'
never-ending quest for simple,
quick, and efficient solutions to
complex problems.

Today, it's become clear that
good purchasing choices are
relatively few and far between, in
terms of products whose environ-
mental benefits are both obvious
and significant. True, there are
green cleaners, organic socks,
energy-efficient lightbulbs, and
fuel-efficient cars, but such prod-
ucts are scarce compared with the
tsunami of nongreen choices.

But there's a deeper problem with
green consumerism: it's often
hard to know which companies
are improving their environ-
mental performance—and how.
The key element of making con-
sumer choices—knowledge—is
missing. Companies' environ-
mental improvements (or lack
thereof) aren't usually obvious,
even to the experts. In fact, some
of the most environmentally im-
proved products make no green

'NEWS

claims at all.

Here's why: to save money, re-
duce risks, improve quality, and
remain competitive, companies in
nearly every sector are continu-
ally engineering waste, ineffi-
ciency, energy intensity, and
toxicity out of their manufactur-
ing and distribution. A few have
upended their business models in
the name of efficiency and en-
hanced productivity. They some-
times do this because of the re-
duced environmental impact, but
mostly they do it because it
makes good business sense—not
something companies usually
bother to tell their customers.

To read the full article go to
http://www.motherjones.com/
environment/2009/05/
industrial-strength-solution

Truth is, there's no reliable way
of judging the environmental
commitments of companies—
all companies, not just the eco-
groovy brands we know and
love. Ecolabels, activist watch-
dogs, and governmental regula-
tory schemes can't tell us. They
focus on what is in the product,
but not on the upstream activi-
ties involved in producing it.

There is one positive trend. A
number of companies are creat-
ing scorecards that analyze the
environmental attributes of
their products with the aim of
using this information to make
gradual, systematic improve-
ments. Since 2001, for exam-
ple, SC Johnson, maker of
Drano, Fantastik, Glade, Off!,
Pledge, and Raid, has used a
system called Greenlist to rate
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raw materials based on their
environmental and health im-
pact. Each product receives an
overall score based on its com-
position, and the company tries
to improve those scores every
year. Greenlist has since been
called the gold standard of
toxics reduction efforts by envi-
ronmentalists. Other corporate
scorecards measure the energy,
materials, water, or greenhouse
gases associated with their
products' sourcing, manufac-
ture, and use.

That's encouraging, though the
information typically isn't
available to the public. But that
could change if consumers
started demanding accountabil-
ity and transparency of their
purchases beyond mere green
PR. In the absence of good
information and standards, not
only are consumers frustrated,
but companies fail to under-
stand their environmental im-
pacts—and how to reduce
them.

Indeed, our purchases of green-
labeled goods may be lulling us
into assuming that companies
are on the case—that we can, as
I posited 20 years ago, have a
positive impact on the environ-
ment without significantly
compromising our way of life.
It turned out to be a false hope:
that we could shop our way to
environmental health.

Clearly, we can't. It's time for a
new green consumer to step
into the breach, insisting that
companies green up more than
just their marketing claims.

Got to http://stateofgreenbusiness.com/ to download the 2009 report from the Editors of GreenBiz.com
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Gross National Trash (GNT)

e 76% of GNT consists of industrial
wastes from pulp and paper, iron
and steel, stone, clay, glass, con-
crete, food processing, textiles,
plastics, and chemical manufactur-
ing; water treatment; and other
industries

18% is “special waste” (as defined
under the US Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act of 1976)
from cement kilns, mining, fuel
production and processing of min-
eral components like uranium and
phosphate

350 million tons is construction
waste

2.5 % is MSW

o EPA’s tracking does not include
the billions of tons of agricultural
waste generated each year

For every pound of trash that ends up
in municipal landfills, 40 or more
pounds are created upstream by
industrial processes.— much of which
is far more dangerous to the environ-
ment than our (MSW) newspapers
and grass clippings.



CONTACT Kelly at 682-2059 ~or~
GO TO http://tiny.cc/volunteer340

SIGN IN lanecountymasterrecycler@gmail.com
PASSWORD preventwaste

__..---= Host Recycle Jeopardy!
fll“fé Z?QTION

Sepfermber 4, 5, 6, Z004
// Admission to the Sustainable Causeway, located in the Park Blocks surrounding Saturday Market, is free.

Saturday September 5th 11am-2pm or 2-5pm
Sunday September 6th 11am-2pm, or 2-5pm

Wednesday September 9th, 6-9pm in Glenwood

BRING A dish or non-alcoholic beverage to share

SWAP magazines and other house goods DONATE all unclaimed items to SVdP
DISCUSS Details of your volunteer waste prevention activities in 2009

VIEW A movie about the company Terracycle

Monday Sept 14th, 6-9pm Cottage Grove Community Center
weter,

BRING Savory or sweet finger foods to share DISCUSS Details of your volunteer
waste prevention activities in 2009 from 6-7 pm with fellow Master Recyclers

STAFF A recycling information table and greet the general public who come to...

HEAR A presentation by Kelly Bell about what can be recycled in our area PROGRAM

Fiesta Latina September 19th 11am to 7pm

STAFF Recycling information table from 11am to 3pm or 3 to 7pm

SPEAK Spanish and English to guests seeking answers to recycling questions.

NOTE One Spanish language publication will be supplied , volunteers must be conversant in Spanish
GIVE Yo-Yos or Frisbees to children attending the fiesta

CONTACT Kelly at kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us or 682-2059 if you can staff this event

ASUO Fall Street Faire October 7th, 8th and 9th

Volunteers Needed! Shifts are between 10:30am & Spm
on all 3 days. We request at least a
two-hour commitment. Please come

out and give us a hand!

What: ASUO Fall Street Faire
U of O Campus Recycling needs vol-

When: Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday October 8th-10th, 2008

Purpose: Campus Recycling needs
your help with waste reduction at the

Fall Street Faire!!!
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unteers to assist with recycling and
composting.

Duties: Monitor and maintain zero
waste stations while educating the
public and campus community about
zero waste and recycling.

Contact Kelly Zillman at 346-2354
or crsec@uoregon.edu with your
availability. Please RSVP by Mon-
day, October 5th. Thanks for your
consideration, and thanks for recy-
cling!!!

Master Recycler News



Whiteaker Community Thanksgiving Dinner November 26th

~from the desk of Barbara J Hurwich, Master Recycler~

Dear Master Recyclers,

The fabulous Whiteaker Community Thanksgiving Dinner will take place on Thursday November 26th. Thanks to
generous and dedicated volunteers [ike you, this is not only a heartful event, it's a GREEN one! Master Recyclers fulfill
important roles working with community volunteers, guiding the sorting process and educating volunteers so we end up with

a “clean” sort.

Before Master Recyclers came on board, recycling and trash often ended up in the same dumpster and very little was
diverted from the dump. Now we're consistently diverting 75-85% of our waste!

Last year we had 2500 guests and the numbers grow each year. Guests start waiting in line the night before to be
first into the free clothing room and get one of the limited number of free sleeping bags and tarps. Starting at 8am those in
line are served hot drinks and soup, and receive socks, gloves, hats and rain gear. The clothing room is open from 9:30 am to 3
pm and the dining room serves dinner from 11 am to 3 pm. Musicians perform in the dining room and free chair massages

and flu shots are available.

Master Recyclers are needed Wednesday 11/25 4 to 8 pm, Thursday 11/26 8 am to 12 pm, 11:30 am - 3:30 pm and
3:30 - 7:30 pm. We need 1-2 people with trucks for the final shift and to pick up recycling bins from the county on Wednes-
day and return them after the event. To join the recycling crew contact BJ Hurwich at 342-5027 or bjhurwich@yahoo.com

Sincerely yours,

BJ

Who Influences Sustainability Decisions? YOU DO !

Customers and the government are the two main influen-
cers on a company’s sustainability and environmental de-
cisions according to an international research study con-
ducted for Dow Corning Corporation by the independent
market research company Harris Interactive.

More than 7 out of 10 respondents in Asia ranked the gov-
ernment as one of the top three influencers, with customers
second and suppliers third. Local communities and the

general public were perceived as being the least important.

In contrast, European respondents considered customers to
be the most important, followed by local communities and
the general public, the government and suppliers.

In the United States, customers were clearly considered
most important followed by the government and suppliers.
In Brazil, customers were also considered most important,
followed closely by local communities & the general pub-
lic.

Overall, the environmental/sustainability influencers con-
sidered least important were shareholders, environmental

campaign organizations, and the media. However, environ-
mental campaign organizations were considered relatively
highly in Korea. Similar to the global average, government
and customers are regarded as the most important influen-
cers on environmental/sustainability decisions in India.

Go to: http://bit.ly/BusinessAttitudes to see the full report.
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Florence and Cottage Grove Event Recycling Takes Off!

For the last 2 winters, Master Recycler
training has been held in a rural Lane
County city. As a result, event recycling
has been given a boost in the cities where
training was provided.

Shawn Goddard , Master Recycler from
Cottage Grove, has been very active this
season with event recycling in his town.
He and a small group of local teens pro-
vided recycling for Bohemia Mining
Days, the Cottage Grove Rodeo, the
Monster Truck Rally and Tayberry Jam!
Shawn reports that the recycling behav-

June/July 2009 Lane County Working Connection

FULL-DEPTH RECLAMATION

Starting later this summer, Lane County will
be reconstructing (recycling) approximately 2
miles of Clear Lake Road, between Highway
99 and Greenhill Road, by using an alternative
construction process called Full-Depth Recla-
mation (FDR).

The FDR process substantially reduces con-
struction time, environmental impacts

and cost while producing a road with a

long design life. The overall cost for FDR is
expected to be 25 to 50 percent less than for a
more typical reconstruction project.

“Lane County is eager to try this innovative
process on a major County road,” said Mike
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ior of guests improved by the end of
events due to the example set by his
crew. Volunteer event recycling qualifies
for EDUCATION payback credit for this
reason.

Florence Master Recyclers are making
good use of an older set of recycle bins
donated to the City of Florence by Lane
County Waste Management. (I believe
these bins originally belonged to the City
of Eugene. Way to ReUse!)

The most recent event as of this writing
was the Quilt Guild Show. Laureen Mac-

Russell, Lane County Road Maintenance Divi-
sion. “We expect to see the benefits right
away.”

Construction time is expected to be less than
one month compared to the two to three
months for normal reconstruction practices.
Local traffic will be able to operate on the
reclaimed base the same day the work is done.

Environmental impacts will be greatly reduced
through the following practices:

= All of the existing roadbed materials
(aggregate and asphalt) will be reused onsite
to construct the new road base; therefore no
materials will end up in our landfills.

* The only new materials brought onto the site

Donald provided waste reduction plan-
ning assistance prior to the day of the
event. Frank Souza transported the recy-
cle bins. Donna Warnecke and Laureen
took turns Top-Sorting and Educating.
Guests and staff expressed appreciation
for the opportunity to recycle provided
by these volunteers

Dina McClure will bring bins out for the
Florence Relay for Life.

The Winter 2010 Master Recycler train-
ing is planned for January 12th-March
9th in Junction City.

Graduates of the Spring 2009
Master Recycler Class

From left to right: Marianne McElroy, Jacque
Travis, Judith Shapiro, Sandra Corbin, Glenn
White, Scott Hansen, Kelly Bell, Cyle
Richardson, Johanna Laemle, Eric Briggs,
Bill Wolf, Nanette McGie, Alex D’Souza,
Kitson Graham, Collette Constant, Doogie
Douglass and Doug McCann. Not pictured:
Tracy Hartz, Trish Kandik and Carol Petty.

Recycling Clear Lake Road

are the stabilizing agent (Portland cement)
and asphalt for the new driving surface.

* Construction related truck trips and fuel
usage will be reduced by up to 80 percent,
compared to normal reconstruction.

FDR recycles the roadway by pulverizing and
mixing together the existing asphalt pavement
surface, base aggregate and in many cases the
underlying soils. A stabilizing agent is added
and the mixture is compacted to produce a new
stronger and longer lasting base, which will
support a new road surface of either asphalt or
concrete. FDR has been around for decades,
but up until the last 10 years the equipment has
not been available to consistently produce a
uniform high-quality finished product that was
competitive with more conventional construc-
tion.

Master Recycler News
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Public Works : .
Wasto Managemont Division Master Recyclers bridge the gap between awareness and action by
motivating others to reduce solid waste in homes and workplaces.

Qweter,

PROGRAM

3100 E 17th Ave
Eugene, OR 97403

Phone: 541-682-2059
Fax: 541-682-2353
E-mail:kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us

Please report volunteer hours.
Include: date, #of hours, activ-
ity, a contact person, and the
number of people served!

Event Coordinators-After an
event please fax your volun-
teer sign-in sheets attn: Kelly
at fax #682-2353 to insure that
Master Recyclers receive
credit towards “payback.”

printed on Recycled Paper made with 100% Post Consumer Waste

If you prefer to receive this newsletter without the paper, send an email to kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us
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Master Recycler ‘(? Event Recycling tips: ‘é?
2 v Place a recycle and i 2
ycle and compost bin next to each trash can.
vahoo Grou p S') v' “Seed” recycle and compost bins with the desired materials. \g?
v . . .
As of this writing 55 folks have re-joined :7 Borrow reusable dishes or ask guests to bring personal dishware. zg
the Lane County Master Recycler Yahoo
Group. If you would like to join go to 5G5S GGG GHGGEH5HGHG GGG

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LCMR/
Your Yahoo ID can be any email address
you want to use, you do not have to create
a yahoo account.

Borrow event recycling equipment from

Lane County Waste Management

MESSAGES Share information with Lane County Waste Management
other Master Recyclers or request infor- Division has 87 pair of recycle and
mation from group members. compost bins and 100 place settings

APPLICATIONS List a give-away item. of reusable dishware to loan for

) ) events large and small. There is no
LINKS Find an easy link to Kelly’s event fee, simply return the equipment on
volunteer sign-up sheets.

time and in good condition. Bins
PHOTOS Post cool photos of recycled

and dishes are available on a first
art or Master Recyclers in action. come, first served basis. To make a

reservation call 682-2059 or email

CALENDAR Post upcoming events of
interest to Master Recyclers.

kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us
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